January _, 1993 


Patrick A. D. Lloyd, Esq. 
Reddie & Grose 
16 Theobalds Road 
London WC1X 8PL 
England 


Norwegian Patent Application No. 905151 
Your File: 31823 

Our File: PM-1345 (Norway) _ 

Dear Patrick: 

X have reviewed the official action reported with 
your letter of September 30, 1992. Although I do not have 
an English translation of the claims as filed in Norway, I 
presume they are similar to those filed in the EPO. 

As you pointed out, the cited references are 
familiar and have been discussed in previous correspondences 
involving related cases. I believe that the claims as filed 
distinguish over the two cited U.S. patents (Nos. 4,848,376 
and 4,846,199). Neither of those two references refer to 
"regulating means for regulating the amount of electrical 
energy delivered by the energy delivery means" as defined in 
the PM-1345 specification. However, for the reasons I set 
forth for the European application, I believe that the 
Norwegian application should be amended along the lines 
suggested in my letter of November 29, 1992. 

I previously expressed concern over dependent 
claims that introduce a thermistor, if the claim from which 
they depend recite both a heating element and regulating 
means. If Norwegian practice permits, a separate 
independent claim similar to U.S. patent claim 1 would be 
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preferable over dependent claims which recite a thermistor. 
Perhaps you could provide us with your views on this issue. 

With regard to your request for the results of the 
U.S. examination, I believe that you already have a copy of 
the U.S. patent and all amendments that were filed. I have 
enclosed a copy of each Examiner’s Action we received during 
the prosecution of this case. If there are any other 
documents you require, please let me know. 

As always, I am available for further comment as 

needed. 


Very truly yours, 


Joseph M. Guiliano 
Patent Agent 


JMGrrkj 

Enclosures 
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